Study objective-The aim was to compare the costs and effects of management of intractable urinary incontinence by urinary catheterisation or incontinence pads.
the remaining 11 were undecided. The reasons given for preference were almost identical, being either better local comfort of a feeling of increased dignity. For example, statements from patients who preferred catheter included: "I like the tube, it keeps me dry" and "My relatives won't take me in their car when I'm wet". Statements from patients who preferred pads included: "I dislike the catheter and find it uncomfortable" and "Pads are comfortable and the catheter is painful". Some patients were equivocal; thus, "The catheter is a nuisance, although. I do not like wetting the bed". The preferences of nursing staff reflected concern that catheterisation is an invasive procedure, increases the risk of urinary infection, and should be reserved for debilitated patients or patients with perineal/gluteal skin problems. Of interest, the proportion of nurses who did express a preference for catheter was higher for night staff than day staff (39% versus 16%). Of the 140 nurses working on the study wards at the start of the study and 190 working on the study wards at the end of the study, the proportion who unequivocally preferred catheterisation for management of intractable urinary incontinence in females had not changed (21 % at the start ofthe study versus 22% at the end of the study). There was no detectable change in prevalence if the analysis was restricted to staff who had worked on the study wards throughout the study.
The data relating to frequency of incontinence procedures, equipment costs and nursing time are summarised in tables II-IV.
Among the procedures common to both patient management groups (table II) aAll, ie, randomised and non-randomised, catheter patients bThe cost per patient per week is calculated from the cost per item x mean frequency (see table II ). Ranges are given for those procedures in which there was a variety in the type or amount of equipment used. 
